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Just one more day until the Easter holidays which I hope will be 

welcomed by everyone and the sun will shine and we can get out and 

about in spring weather. On Monday 29th March the rule of 6 returns 

and you can meet 2 households outside and in your garden. I have 

booked my mum in for a garden visit on Monday, which I know she is so 

looking forward to (however, we may have to dodge the rain!) It has 

been really lovely having the school full of children and a love of learning 

buzz heard all around so it saddens me greatly when the learning and joy 

of our children is interrupted by a COVID case. It always comes as an 

unwelcomed shock, even though I know it is to be expected. I do think 

we are going to be impacted periodically in the term to come. As always, 

I will keep you updated and we will move quickly to support learning at 

home.  

Talking of learning at home Mr Andre is putting together an Easter 

Holiday Activity Sheet which includes the competitions I mentioned a 

couple of weeks ago for the best Easter bonnet, the best Easter cake, the 

best Easter decoration and an Easter garden. I will be so eggcited to 

receive your competition entries and any special moments over Easter 

sent through to laura.strickland@lanesendpri.iow.sch.uk.  

The children in school came into an unexpected change today as we 

moved our Easter Egg Hunt to today as we had more of a chance to get 

it completed before the rain comes as tomorrow (it was looking like a full 

day of rain and only spring showers today.) Thank you so much for all the 

chocolate egg donations. It has been wonderful and so very generous of 

you all. We will be sending home or delivering an Easter surprise to our 

children learning at home in Year 1. Thank you to the team for 

organising it and providing an eggcellent Easter Egg Hunt.  

Activity update: we are really focusing on trying to provide lots of positive 

childhood experiences for the children to address the balance of the past 

year. I am pleased that we are able to offer Swimming again and 

information has been sent out to Years 1, 2 ,3 and 4 starting week 19th 

April in the hope that all children will be able to swim 25 meters at the 

end of Year 6. It is never easy having to increase the costs of the activity 

but unfortunately with current pool charges and having to source new 

swimming teachers this has impacted the cost of swimming in school. 

However, I still feel it is good value for money and enables all children to 

develop their swimming skills which could save their lives. It also enable 

them to fully enjoy our beautiful beaches and sea on the Isle of Wight, 

which are free. Every year when I go for my first swim in the sea I always 

think to myself how lucky I am to live here and this is beautiful and free!  

Year 4 Little Canada: we have moved the trip to Wednesday 8th 

September — Friday 10th September 2021 which will enable us to 

complete this activity for our current Year 4 even though they will be in 

Year 5. We will book Little Canada for our current Year 3 for next year. 

Further great news is that UKSA is able to offer 5 weeks of sailing for 

our current Year 5 and we will send out this information as soon as it 

has been finalised.  

Year 6 France: although France has not been cancelled as yet, we are 

waiting for further government guidance that we hope will be sent in 

the next few weeks. I will continue with our France virtual meeting for 

families on Thursday 15th April. In the meantime I am looking for 

alternatives this side of the channel for our children.  

Our extra curricular clubs have been sent out and we are able to 

provide a variety of clubs for each year group but we do understand 

that this is a reduced offer to what we have previously been able to 

provide. I am hoping when we return in September we will be able to 

offer a more varied and across bubble extra curricular club 

opportunities. Thank you to the team for supporting our clubs in school. 

The children have missed them and will enjoy these positive 

experiences. We will also be welcoming back our outside providers to 

use our facilities in school from our Football Community Clubs, to Mary's 

Starlight Dance, Irish Dancing and Wight Tiger Martial Arts.  

This week we have taken some time to plan the learning for when we 

return on Monday 12th April. We will be exploring the curriculum 

focus around ‘Written in Stone’. This will be based on Ancient 

Civilisations, The Rosetta Stone, The Stone Age, the development of 

writing as well as many more exciting learning themes that will engage 

the children. The possibilities are endless and that is what I really love 

about our curriculum, that we can follow the children’s interests 

alongside the National Curriculum giving our children a full learning 

experience that they will not only enjoy but develop their skills and 

knowledge.  

In school this week, we have also been exploring Easter with a focus on 

RE. I have asked classes and year groups to share the classes learning 

with you at home. This may be a video with the retelling of The Easter 

Story, photographs and pictures. It is also the last voting day for our 

speeches. I thought our children were absolutely marvellous and I can 

definitely see an improvement in their skills and confidence when 

presenting their speeches. I was very, very proud! We will announce our 

Speech Champion tomorrow. Good luck everyone! 

Our Lanesend Sponsored Readathon raised £439 for ‘Read for Good’ 

which is an amazing total. We are so proud of how much our children 

love and enjoy reading. Well done everyone.   

This weekend, just a little reminder that the clocks go forward and we 

begin British summertime. I love it when the days are longer and the 

sun arrives (although looking at my weather app, which I have ben trying 

to avoid, the sun is not arriving as quickly as I had hoped!) I am sure we 

will get sunshiny moments through the Easter holidays.  

May I wish you all a very Happy Easter (I have not eaten chocolate 

since Ash Wednesday and will be looking forward to Easter Sunday with 

joy!) 

Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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What’s going on this week? 

Sunday 21st March is census day in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. The 
survey provides a glimpse of life, which can be used by organisations to help 
make sure they provide the right services for people. The 2021 census in par-
ticular, will help us understand how coronavirus has affected everything from 

our health to our finances. Due to the pandemic, Scotland have decided to 
hold their census next year. 

Main question: 

Why do we need a census? 

This week’s debate... 

Last week’s  Answer:      100.      The 

numbers inside each triangle total 

A huge THANK YOU 

to Esme-Lily Storey 

and her family for 

donating so many 

yummy chocolate 

eggs for our Easter 

Egg Hunt in school. 

Thank you! 

Gentle Reminder: Friday 25th March is the 

last day the Red Nose Day £1 will be available. 

If you wish to pay and donate then please log 

on School Money or phone the office on 

293233. Thank you! 

COVID Winter Grant  

If your child is entitled to Free 

School Meals you will receive an 

email for a £30 food voucher to 

cover the Easter Holidays. This is 

a Government funded scheme 

and more information can be 

found on 

www.schoolvouchers.com 

 Do not forget to check your 

emails for your voucher! 
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WOW! Gryffindor stole the lead this week with a 

HUGE 686 Points! What an amazing week! Well done 

Team Gryffindor! 



This week’s challenge set by Year 1 is to see if you can help wash up at 

home! Send us your photos of helping at home and see if you can 

wash up as many times as you can this week! We had a go in Year 1 

today as you can see from these photos! 

Issue 25 Thursday 25th March 2021 

Congratulations to Lily Newnham 

in Year 2 who is the winner of our 

Reading Eggs Competition for 

children using the Reading Eggs 

platform. A £20 Amazon voucher 

is on its way to you! Well done 

Lily! 

Our children really enjoyed our Egg Hunt 

today! Happy Easter to all! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 9th March 2021 

 

Dear Families, 

As you may be aware, the government have announced another increase to the National Living Wage, 

which comes into effect on the 1st April 2021. This has a direct impact on our staffing costs for The 

Squirrel’s Den. We have not increased our charges since September 2019, even with the National 

Minimum Wage increase each year. 

I am afraid after much careful consideration we are in a position where we will have to increase our 

charges to cover the increased staffing costs that we will incur. We are only passing half of the increase 

amount on to our families. The rise will make the new charges as follows: 

 

Breakfast Club: 

Per Session                                                                                                                                       £3.60 

 

The Squirrel’s Den after school sessions and holiday sessions: 

Hourly Rate                                                                                                                                      £3.60     

After School Session 2:45pm to 6:00pm                                                                                    £9.80 (£1 discount) 

Full day 8.00am to 6:00pm (10 hours)                                                                                       £32.40 (£3.60 discount) 

 

In order to give the families plenty of notice, we have decided to delay the start date of these new 

charges to the 1st September 2021. 

As always, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact the school. 

Kind Regards 

Caroline Sice 

Headteacher 
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